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Presentation note 
 
The relations between Morocco and Africa and multi-secular. RIP the King Hassan II 
pictured very well a geopolitical Morocco with multiple confluences and well anchored 
to its regional environment: 
“Morocco looks like a tree which roots are deep inside the African soil, and which breath 
thanks to its leafage rustling to the European winds” 1. July 2011th Moroccan 
constitution predicts at the preamble that the Kingdom of Morocco aspire to 
“strengthen cooperation and solidarity relations with African nations and countries from 
the Sahel and Sahara”. 
 
As such, the multiple visits made by the King Mohammed VI to different countries of the 
Sub-Saharan Africa, since his accession to the throne, reflect a deep signification and a 
symbolic charge. Being a civilizational crossroads, open on different exchange axes, 
Morocco has a proven Sub-Saharan extensions. Historically, Morocco has woven strong 
relations with the Sub-Saharan Africa. Its walkout from from the Organization of African 
Unity in 1984 didn’t stop the country from investing in other sectors of action: joining 
the CEN SAD (Community of Sahel-Saharan States); contribution the multiple 
peacekeeping operations in Africa; launch under its initiative of the Forum of African 
States Bordering the Atlantic. After its missing from the African scene that lasted 32 
years approximately, Morocco found its place again in the African Union on January 
30th,2017. Certainly, this triumphal return was the result of huge efforts from the 
Moroccan diplomacy and more importantly the royal diplomacy. This diplomacy has 
multiple forms. It founds itself over humanitarian, spiritual, cultural and economical 
levers. These kind of efforts were rewarded and the kingdom found its place again and 
as of rights, as a member of the African Union. King Mohammed VI’s speech at the 28th 
meeting of the African union on January 31st,2017 is a historical moment in the history 
of the institution. From the speech “The day we come back to our home after a long 
absence is so beautiful! The day we take our heart towards the loved home! Africa is my 
continent and my home. I’m finally back home, reunited with you with happiness. I 
missed you all” 
 

                                                      
1
 Extrait du livre Le défi écrit par Feu le Roi Hassan II, Editions Albin Michel, Paris, 1976, page 189. 



 
 

I. Sub-Saharan Africa: A strategic axis of the Moroccan foreign policy 
 
As soon as he accessed to the throne, Mohammed VI made Africa as one of his 
priorities in the foreign policy of the kingdom. Progressively, the relations of 
Morocco with the African countries were revitalized. It is the case of certain 
countries known for their unfavourable position regarding the territorial integrity of 
the Kingdom of Morocco, countries such as Angola, Mali or Tchad.  
 
Historically, Morocco has played an important role in the islamisation of many 
African countries, especially under the reign of both Almoravides and Almohades 
dynasties. The OCI ( Islamic Cooperation Organization), and organization created 
under a Moroccan initiative, constitute a religious and solidarity space between the 
Kingdom and Islamic African countries. 
 
Morocco is still working on making its relations with Sub-Saharan countries a model 
for the south-south cooperation. During the recent crisis in Mali, Morocco showed a 
political support to the ECOWAS (Economic Community of Western Africa States) 
aiming to recover the territorial integrity of that country. 
 
The action of Morocco in favour of the African countries takes concrete dimensions. 
During the Europe-Africa summit in Cairo in 2000, the King Mohammed VI took a 
historical decision which was to cancel debts of the less developed African countries 
towards Morocco. In terms of education, the Kingdom commits since the 80’s in the 
education of thousands of African students through the Moroccan Agency of 
International cooperation. Moreover, many African officials had their education in 
Morocco. Furthermore, many military officers were formed at the military 
academies of the Kingdom. 
 
II. L’Affermissement de l’ancrage subsaharien du Royaume. 
 
The multiple royal visits to some Sub-Saharan African countries (Senegal, Mali, 
Gabon, Ivory Coast, Guinea, Madagascar, Ethiopia, Burkina-Faso, Central African 
Republic, Niger and Nigeria) were the occasion to strengthen the political, 
economical and cultural relations with these countries that count important 
Moroccan communities.  
 
For Example, Morocco always had a special relation with Senegal. In terms of 
international policy, both countries have very convergent positions regarding 
worldwide issues: Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Mali crisis, respect of human rights…) 
Regarding the territorial integrity of the Kingdom, Senegal was always holding to its 
position. Economically, exchanges between both countries are one of the strongest 
in the continent. Many Moroccan enterprises are today installed in Senegal we can 
cite: BMCE Bank, Attijari Wafabank, Addoha, Lafarge… We will also highlight the fact 
that Morocco represent one of the most important service provider in Senegal: 
Assistance in term of artificial rain, contribution to the construction of water 
retention basins designated to irrigation.  



 
It is also important to underline how the “Tidjaniya” brotherhood became a way to 
gather thousands of faithful, whom each year travel to Morocco, specifically to Fès to 
make their pilgrimage. Indeed Morocco has played an important role in the islamisation 
of Senegal, Mali, Nige and other countries such as Tchad. According to historians, it is 
via the caravan routes to the western Africa that Islam has spreas in the Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
 
With Ivory Coast also Morocco always had good relations. After 2011, the new president 
Alassane Ouattara deployed huge efforts for his country to gain its stability again. 
Economically, the country has an emergence objective by 2020. Morocco position itself 
as a helpful country to help Ivory Coast in its ambitious objective. 
 
As important and intense are also the relations between Morocco and Gabon. 
Traditionally, Morocco woven with this country of the equatorial Africa, member of the 
CEMAC (Economic Community of Central Africa States), strong relations. This is due to 
the increasing mutual interests. The singularity of these relations is due to multiple 
factors: historical, political, cultural and geopolitical. Geographically, Gabon is situated 
in an area that counts many countries that has strong bilateral relations with the 
Kingdom of Morocco. Countries such as Guinea, Equatorial Guinea and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. Economically Gabon is a very rich country in terms of resources 
and has one of the most important fauna and flora in Africa. The country is a member of 
the OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) since 1975. Regarding 
cultural and human exchanges, both countries has their communities well integrated to 
the country especially via mixed weddings. As well as Senegal and Ivory Coast, many 
Gabonese students are pursuing their studies in Morocco, in both public and private 
sectors. Scholarships are offered to students through the AMCI (Moroccan Agency of 
International Cooperation). From April 22, 2013, the Gabonese president began an 
official visit to Morocco. Proof if any of the strategic nature of the axis Rabat-Libreville. 
 

III. A new kind of diplomacy: Conventional diplomacy 
 
The multiple royal visits to Sub-Saharan countries resulted in a impressing number of 
partnerships and projects. Among others, the project of constructing a pipeline between 
Morocco and Nigeria which will be reaching European countries as well, in addition to 
the construction of a phosphatic complex in Ethiopia. 
 
To this, multiple partnerships in diverse domains were concluded as well. With Senegal, 
two bilateral partnerships in the domains of international road transport of passengers 
and merchandise, mines, hydrocarbons, electricity and sustainable energies were 
concluded. In addition to the  Ophthalmic Clinic Mohammed VI and a unit of production 
of drugs “West Afric Pharma”, a subsidiary of the laboratories Sothema Maroc were also 
put in place. 
 
Regarding Ivory Coast, Morocco concluded six partnerships of bilateral cooperation 
concerning different domains. Especially, in the cooperation between both Ministries of 
foreign affairs, the protection of the investments, the cooperation in terms of fishing  
 



and aquaculture, aerial services between both countries, the professional formation in 
both tourism and civil protection. 
 
Concerning Gabon, six partnerships of bilateral cooperation were signed in different 
domains such as health, the formation of health staff, and the civil protection, also the 
fight against man-made disasters, repression and laboratory frauds. In addition, two 
specific conventions were concluded. The first convention is regarding the authorisation 
of broadcast in frequency modulation attributed to the International Mediterranean 
Radio (RMI) in Gabonese Republic. The second one is regarding the establishment of a 
strategic partnership in technology and information system. 
 
Also, the visit of the King Mohammed VI in Conakry on February 23rd,2017 allowed the 
signature of eight agreements and conventions between the Kingdom and the Guinean 
Republic, especially in the domains of sanitation and improvement of the roads of the 
Guinean Capital, in agriculture, urban planning, and the supply of 100,000 tons of 
fertilizer to Guinea. 
 
In addition to the bilateral relations with Sub-Saharan African countries, which will 
benefit to be developed to the re integration to the African Union, Morocco has to take 
more advantage of its relations with the UEMOA (West African Economic and Monetary 
Union), and to envisage relations with Sub-Saharan countries in a cross frame. It is also 
to emphasize that Morocco maintains good relations with practically most countries 
members of the UEMOA: Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mali, 
Niger, Senegal and Togo. The conclusion of a commercial and investment agreement 
with the UEMOA, is a way to strengthen the economical relationships between all west 
Africa. 
 
Perspectives as important are also possible with the ECOWAS, founded on May 
28th,1975 by the treaty of Lagos, which Ivory Coast is a member as well as Senegal and 
the rest of the countries of the UEMOA. Relations with CEMAC can’t be neglected. In a 
strategic point of view, Morocco could activate concepts and conceive relations with 
Sub-Saharan Africa in a systemic framework, then the Francophonic concept could play 
an important role. It could contribute in a bargaining power in sight of a winning 
winning partnership. That is how concepts such as Co-localisation and Co-investments 
could emerge, especially if we place them in a triangular cooperative framework: 
Morocco-Canada-Africa. 
 
To sum up, the royal visits to different Sub-Saharan countries, enhanced by the 
adhesion to the African union, underline the crucial interest accorded by the Kingdom to 
the African continent. Hence, new perspectives of cooperation present themselves to a 
continent with an enormous potential, but which is still marginalized. Morocco and 
Africa always had a common destiny. Maybe it is time to think about a new mode of 
economic integration of the continent which will place human development as one of its 
priorities. 
 
 
 
 



 
The debate-conference objectives: 
 
The debate-conference organized by the Moroccan Cultural Centre at Montreal is 
aiming to put the lights on the African anchorage of the Kingdom Of Morocco, within an 
international, continental and regional context. 
 
The objective of the conference is to allow its participants to approach the realisations 
and the perspectives of the African centred politic of the Kingdom, and to debate the 
different axes of the reflection concerning the regional integration and the socio 
economical challenges in Africa in addition to the African cooperation. 
 
The conference will also present the opportunity of its participants to prospect the 
challenges and opportunities of promoting and developing the perspectives of the 
triangular transatlantic cooperation: Africa-Morocco-Canada/Quebec. 
 
Axes of intervention and debate: 
 

- The place of Africa on the international scene; The place of Morocco on the 
international level 

- The determinants of the African policy initiated by Morocco 
- The geopolitical dimension of the African anchorage of Morocco. 
- The multiple forms of Moroccan diplomacy in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
- Morocco Sub-Saharan Africa: What results for previous 15 years? 
- The triangular cooperation Morocco-Canada/Quebec-Africa: What development 

levers? 
- Perspectives of the regional integration in Africa 
- The African Union and the agenda 2063 
- The economical African communities: The ECOWAS case. 
- Moroccan investments in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 
Participants: 
 
The debate/conference will have the participation of renowned experts, from numerous 
African countries such as Morocco, Liberia, Mali and Cameroon, in addition to Canadian 
specialists and many heads of diplomatic representation accredited in Canada.  
 
 

  
 
 

 


